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Northgate Residents' Ownership Corporation

Northgate Resident Ownership Corporation
Annual Meeting of the Membership and Board

Tuesday, March 16th, 2010
FREE Community Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Annual Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
at Northgate’s Community Hall

As a resident of Northgate, you can significantly shape,
direct and influence the quality of life and the decisions
about Northgate’s future. NROC members* such as
yourself, use their voice by voting for Resident Board
Members. Join us for dinner, elections, and reports

from your board.
RSVP to Abby by March 11, and your name will be entered to
win a door prize!
Need Childcare for the Annual Meeting? Call Abby, 658-2722 x 19 to
make arrangements before hand.

UVM and Northgate’s Youth Outdoor Adventure Group

Northgate Youth ages 8-12 are invited to join an Outdoor Ad-
venture Group lead by UVM students. The group will run
from March to mid April with a special event at the end. The
group will go on field trips, scavenger hunts, bird watches, and
much, much more. For more information join us March 4th
from 5-7pm to learn more about it. Dinner and activities will

be provided.



Van Trips for March

Date Time Location

Monday, March 1 Noon Commodities

Wednesday, March 3 10am-1:30pm Hannaford’s/Bank/Dollar Store or Ace
Tuesday, March 9 9:30am-11pm Wal-Mart/Pet Food Warehouse/Christmas Tree Store
Friday, March 12 10am-1pm  Price Chopper/K-Mart/Goodwill or Recycle North

Tuesday, March 16 10am-1pm Costco/Citizen's Bank/Noah’s Ark Pet Store

Friday, March 19 1-4pm Hannaford's/Banks/Imani food pick-up
Tuesday, March 23 9am-noon Food shelf/North Street’s Ethnic Markets
Thursday, April 1 10am-1:30pm Hannaford’s/Bank/Dollar Store or Ace Hardware

Residents interested in attending the van trip should meet in front of the NROC office 5 min.
before time listed above. All trips will return at the time noted. Extra stops will not be al-
lowed. Any changes to the trip must be approved by the office before departure. Got ques-
tions or concerns about van trips? Call Abby at 658-2722 x 19.

March Calendar of Events

Thursday, March 4, 11, 18, & 25th- Youth Drop-In 5-7pm in Northgate’s Community
Hall. Youth 12 and under can drop in for food and fun with Megan.

Friday, Feb. 5, 12, & 26th-Teen Drop-In 7-9pm in Northgate’s Community Hall. Teens
13 and up can drop in for food and fun with Megan

*Tuesday, March 16th- Northgate Annual Meeting and NROC Board Meeting 5:30.
FREE dinner from Sugar Snap will be served. Join us for dinner, elections, and re-

ports from your board. RSVP to Abby at rsvp@northgateapartments.org or call 658-
2722 x19.%
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PetWise

by

Donna B. Russell

This month, the series on the history of the Pet Committee continues with Part Il. As you
know, this year marks the 20th anniversary of the Northgate Pet Committee and the Pet

Policy, passed by Northgate residents in September, 1990, that allows residents to house
pets in their apartments.  To give you a better understanding of, and a greater appreciation
for, whatittookto accomplish this, | am reprinting the history of the Pet Committee.

A Brief History of the Pet Committee - Part ll: The Dog Issue

Since the implementation of the Pet Policy in 1990, the vast majority of residents have not

wanted dogs allowed as pets at Northgate. For this reason, as stated in the Pet Policy,

only service dogs are only allowed at Northgate as a "reasonable accommodation.” Residents
who fit the policy guidelines, and have a doctor's statement, may apply to house a dog.

Occasionally since 1991, there has been a rare effort to have dogs allowed as pets

at

Northgate. Each time this was attempted, there was insufficient support from residents
to

change the policy.

Dogs continue to be a divisive and hotly debated issue among residents whenever the topic
surfaces. Because the impact of dogs on the site is greater than that of other pets (i.e. dogs
must be walked outside for waste elimination, which would have to be cleaned up; barking;
potential for dog fights; potential for injuries to residents, especially children; potential for
greater property damage, etc.), the Pet Committee has historically taken the stand that the
policy regarding dogs should not be changed without an accurate polling of ALL residents in
which the vast majority want dogs as pets on site. IF the majority of residents decided they
wanted dogs allowed as pets, the Pet Committee would support that effort. However, the

Pet Committee cannot support any effort to change the policy regarding dogs if it is based

on a small sampling of residents, or limited to the vote of a few people at a residents' meeting.
The Committee supports the original wisdom of Management and the NGRA and NHI Boards,
that the policy MUST reflect the wishes of the majority of residents, while taking into
consideration the desires of the minority and the impact on the property.

In 2001, the dog issue surfaced again and a survey was attempted to solicit resident feedback
regarding whether or not to allow dogs as pets, rather than just for special needs. Approximately
fifty households responded, significantly less than the 336 households on site; and only part of
those were in favor. It would appear that the vast majority of residents still do not want dogs
allowed as pets. Therefore, that section of the policy will remain unchanged at this time; and

the only dogs allowed will be those that meet the current guidelines regarding special needs.

[This series will conclude with Part Ill in the April edition of "PetWise."
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Dollars and Sense




[In this new section of PetWise | plan to bring you a money -saving tip each month of the

year. If you have a tip you'd like to share, send it to me at PetWiseDBR@aol.com ]

March Tip: Reminder for Service Dog Owners -- City License Due April 1

If you have a dog, the City of Burlington requires annual registration. Compliance with this
ordinance is also part of the Pet Policy. ALL dogs must be registered at Burlington City

|c;lr?”or before April 1, 2008. Bring your current rabies certificate along with proof of spay-

ing/

neutering to the Burlington  Clerk/Treasurer's Office at 149 Church Street. The fee for a
spayed/neutered dog is much less than for an animal that is not spayed/neutered; and
fees

are higher if you register after April 1. However, the fee may be waved if your dog
gualifies as a service dog. You may register your dog anytime after January 1.
Call 865 -7000 to find out what the current fees are. Remember to also file a copy of your

city registration  with the Northgate Management Office.
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March Website of the Month -- Leash Warnings

One of the key provisions of the Pet Policy, concerning service dogs, is that they must be
under the owner's control at all times. | strongly recommend basic obedience training us-
ing

positive reinforcement. In addition, service dogs must be on a leash, but not all leashes
are created equal.

Recently, | read a "Consumer Reports" article about the dangers posed by retractable
leashes.
| personally don't like these leashes for several reasons:

1. they allow the dog to run too far ahead of the owner, thus minimizing your control,
and
could result in serious problems if your dog bites a person or another animal;
2. the leashes can become entangled around bicycles, strollers, and the legs of pedestri-
ans;
3. the length may allow the dog to dart out into the road, putting it at risk of being hit
by
acar;
4. it also allows the dog to dart onto private property if it sees another animal, and
could
cause potential damage or injury;
5. when allowed to run out ahead of the owner, the dog is at greater risk if attacked by
another animal, especially if the two become entangled, leading to greater fear,
aggression, and the potential for injury.

What | didn't know, and what the article warned about, were the injuries incurred every

year

from the use of retractable leashes, not only to the pets but to the owners as well. These
include eye and facial injuries, cuts, friction burns, and amputation of fingers. To read the
complete article, go to:
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http://blogs.consumerreports.org/safety/2009/03/retractable -leashes - pose -problems -for -

people -
and -their - pets.html

The length of retractable leashes also violates some cities' ordinances, and they are never
recommended for walking your dog in populated areas such as on city sidewalks.

The best leash for your pet is a six -foot leash, either leather or nylon. My personal favorite
is one

that has an additional loop about a foot from the collar. This gives you maximum control
while

training your dog, or when walking it in populated areas. Dogs should be trained to "heel,"
with

their head beside your leg, not out in front of you.

The Humane Society of Chittenden County holds obedience classes throughout the year,
you

can find trainers listed in the telephone book, or ask your vet for recommendations. A well
trained dog is a happier dog and a more dependable service animal. Ensure its safety, and
the

safety of others, by making sure it is under your control at all times.
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Committee Members Available to Residents

The following officers/members of the Northgate Pet Committee may be contacted as
noted below:
Chairman: David Russell 862 -1172 (after 1 p.m.)
Secretary/Co -chair: Donna B. Russell 862 -1172 (after 1 p.m.)
The next Pet Committee meeting is to be arranged. If you are interested in pet issues, or

in becoming a member of the committee, please call the Pet Committee Secretary.
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NOTE : If you would like to contribute articles, poems, stories, tips, or helpful hints about

your pet, pets in general, or pet issues, or have pet -related questions, please send them
to PetWise at PetWiseDBR@aol.com and put "Question," "Article," "Tip," etc., in the
"Subject" line. These should be no more than 3 -4 short paragraphs, or 20 lines of poetry.

Longer submissions may be edited for space.
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FRIDAY TRASH
PICK UP

As the weather gets
warmer, we will see
more and more skunks
and raccoons on the
property. Please DO
NOT put your trash out
until Friday morning.
Leaving trash out on
Thursday evening
attracts wildlife to the
area and can result in
skunks taking up
residence under porches!

BASEMENTS

Please remember: we do
not guarantee dry base-
ments! All personal be-

longings should be on pal-
lets off the floor in order to

avoid getting wet if water

comes into your basement.

Management and Maintenance News

HOUSEHOLD RECERTIFICATION

All Section 8 households at Northgate must recertify their house-
hold income annually. The paperwork for this process is sent out
90 days in advance of each households move in date. It is im-

perative that this paper work be completed and returned to

the office within the time frame stated in the notice Failure to

complete this paper work could result in the loss of your Section 8
subsidy and thereby making the household responsible for paying
the full market rent. To avoid this happening, please complete
and return all paper work in a timely manner!

All Section 8 residents were recently notified of the new EIV Pol-
icy that went into effect January 31, 2010. Please remember it is
your responsibility to provide Sara with the required information
about changes in family income or composition. Should you have
any questions about the new policy, please contact Sara at 658-

2722 ext. 15

VERIFICATIONS FOR
PETS

It is a requirement of the
Northgate Pet Policy that all
household pets must be reg-
istered with the Manage-
ment Office. You must also
provide updated verification
of spaying/neutering and
current vaccinations for cats

and service dogs. This is a requirement of the
pet policy and your lease.

SEWER BACKUPS

We have recently had several sewer
backups in basements. Once again
these backups were due to grease in
the lines. Sewer backups are very
costly to the site and a backup can
result in property damage.

We consistently ask that all resi-
dents refrain from dumping grease
down the sink drain or toilets.
There are obviously still house-
holds ignoring our request. Again,
it is imperative that grease is not
dumped down the sinks orinto a
toilet.




Animals 1

Find and circle all of the animals that are hidden in the grid.

The remaining letters spell the name of an additional animal.
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AARDVARK
ALLIGATOR
BABOON
BARRACUDA
BEAR
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CAMEL
CHIMPANZEE
CHINCHILLA
COBRA
COUGAR
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HERON
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MUS PANTHER
JACKAL PARROT
JELLYFISH PEACOCK
KIWI PELICAN
LEOPARD PIG

LION PORCUPINE
LLAMA QUAIL
MACAW RACCOON
MEADOW- RAVEN

LARK REINDEER
MINK ROADRUNNER
MOOSE
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GALE
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WANTED
your unwanted items!
Eva Thurston is host-
ing a
Rummage Sale on
May 8th from 9am-
3pm.
o X P
AT Eva invites you to set
s U up in Northgate’s
PO Community Hall or
E R by your apartment.
AT
C R RSVP
O N to Eva at 859-9248
C E
K R Interested in complet-
o W ing some of your Com-
L munity Service hours?
| A Eva is looking for vol-
o C unteers to help with
MK poster distribution and
oading assistance on
H A loading
_— the day of the event.
A A Call Eva at 859-9248
for more information.
N E
SALMON
SLOTH
SWAN
SWORDFISH §
TIGER ‘
TORTOISE Word
TROUT Search
TURKEY Contest
VULTURE Gi )
WOLVERINE Ivé your com-

pleted word
WOODPECKEF&earch to Abby by
WREN March. 19th and
be entered to win

a $5 cash prize.
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NROC Annual
Meeting and Editor
Community Dinner Bea Winkler
March 16th, 6-8pm Contributors
Donna Deal
Sara Noth
Donna Russell
Abby Russell
Northgate Apartments Office Northgate Apartments Office
Hours of Operation Phone Number 658-2722
Monday 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Work Order & Emergency Line - x11
Tuesday 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday ~ *12:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.* Donna Deal - x14
Thursday  8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Sara Noth -x15
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Wendy Thibault- x11
Abby Russell - x19
If you need this translated, please contact the office.
Si vous avez besoin de cette traduction s'il vous plait contacter le
bureau. (French)
Nése keni nevojé pér kété pérkthyer ju lutemi kontaktoni zyrén. (Albanian)
Ako trebate ove prevedene kontaktirajte ured. (Croatian)
NEwul v" c¢cbin phi°n d°ch n"y xin vui |, ngimmie®n | Y
Ak potrebujete tento pSelogenl konsomktujte kancel &
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